What I intend to do in the following pages is to explore the much suppressed history of the devadasis through a reading of R.K. Narayan We may wish in all faith for their freedom from marginality and deprivation, and do our best to cast our insights in a form which they will be able to use. But if we ask ourselves why it is that we attack historiography's dominant discourses, why we seek to find a resistant presence which has not been completely emptied or extinguished by the hegemomc, our answer must surely be that it is in order to envisage a realm of freedom in which we ourselves might speak.25
This essay has served for me as that &dquo;realm of freedom&dquo;.
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